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Pictured above with Mayor Eschete is Mr. James and Mrs. Bernadine Smith.  Mayor James and Bernadine 
spent their morning with the Mayor and his staff as Senior Mayors for a Day.   
 
Mayors James and Bernadine have been married for 17 years and reside in Thibodaux.  Mayor James has 
two daughters and 9 grandchildren.  Mayor James also goes by his nickname “Porkchop.” Mayor 
Bernadine has two sons and five grandchildren.   
 
Mayor Bernadine worked for the Lafourche Parish School Board and has since retired.  She loves to cook 
and go to church.  Her favorite dish to cook is okra and file’ gumbo.  Mayor James worked in the sugar 
mill industry for most of his life and retired in 1999.  He loves riding his bike and watching basketball.   

 
 

Thank you Mayors James and Bernadine Smith! You served our City well!  
 
 
 
 
 


